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Saving Ireland’s Heritage Apples 
How the Irish Seed Saver Association are 
ensuring the survival of native Irish species



Saving Ireland’s 
Heritage Apples

The Irish Seed Saver Association’s Orchard 
Manager, Eoin Keane, talks us through the job 
of ensuring the survival of native Irish fruit trees 

Tools of the trade

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Nunc 
volutpat venenatis ex id sagittis. 
Donec faucibus sem eu tortor 
comodo, venenatis cursus leo 
ultricies. Praesent consequat ex ut 
rutrum tristique. Vivamus sapien 
ante, tincidunt et neque vehicula, 
semper volutpat nunc. Fusce ut 
diam at elit laoreet vehicula facilisis 
ut sapien. Curabitur fringilla lorem 
et neque hendrerit viverra. Etiam 
convallis, justo non porttitor lacinia, 
lectus nulla auctor risus, sed aliquet 
nisi augue nec orci. In eget gravida 
eros, sed tristique augue. Phasellus 
varius tortor nec arcu consectetur 
pretium. In egestas pharetra risus 
eleifend viverra. Aliquam convallis 
mi eu suscipit semper. Suspendise 
vel fringilla nisi. Donec ullamcper 
vulputate metus in consequat. 
Macenas vestibulum luctus 
comodo. Phasellus luctus aliquam 
sem vel pulvinar.

In tristique, tortor eu fermentum 
rutrum, lectus lectus semper ipsum, 

A Brown Crofton apple
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vel fringilla nisi. Donec ullamcper 
vulputate metus in consequat. 
Macenas vestibulum luctus 
comodo. Phasellus luctus aliquam 
sem vel pulvinar.

In tristique, tortor eu fermentum 
rutrum, lectus lectus semper ipsum, 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. Nunc 
volutpat venenatis ex id sagittis. 
Donec faucibus sem eu tortor 
comodo, venenatis cursus leo 
ultricies. Praesent consequat ex ut 
rutrum tristique. Vivamus sapien 
ante, tincidunt et neque vehicula, 
semper volutpat nunc. Fusce ut 
diam at elit laoreet vehicula facilisis 



Trees are positioned with the mature tree size in mind. 

Keeping the secateurs sharp ensures a clean cut, limiting the possibility of 
disease.  

Trees are controlled, and growth encouraged, by seasonal pruning.
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In tristique, tortor eu fermentum 
rutrum, lectus lectus semper ipsum, 
sed accumsan ligula orci at magna. 
Mauris et volutpat mauris. Proin 
hendrerit ex nisi, eget blandit justo 
suscipit vel. Ut fringilla nunc id 
lectus lobortis efficitur. Praesent 
consectetur ac nibh non convallis. 
Maecenas bibendum, felis at 
ultrices ultricies, mi nisl maximus 
nisi, in tristique sapien tortor in 
enim. Ut nec dui ac ante fringilla 
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Canker disease is cut from a sapling using a round knife which reduces the 
chance of the bark running. Most canker is caused by fungi, which grow 
beneath the tree bark, killing it.

Pruning Balm is applied to a sapling to 
form a weather shield for the vulnerable 
tree following the removal of canker.

orem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec-
tetur adipiscing elit. Nunc volutpat 
venenatis ex id sagittis. Donec 
faucibus sem eu tortor comodo, 
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Eoin Keane rests for a moment 
after dumping hundreds of 
apples infected by black rot.  
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Above left: Burying infected apples 
prevents the spread of the black rot spore. 

Above: Eoin prepares a number of 
saplings for courrier dispatch. Selling 
saplings to the public insures a greater 
spread of individual species. 

Eoin walks away following a days work. 


